
 

March 31, 2020 
 

Dear Warrior Family: 

I think it is reasonable to say that these last few weeks have been marred by stress,                 
uncertainty, and information overload. Unfortunately, the COVID-19 pandemic continues         
to impact our community, state, and nation. We are faced with a myriad of decisions, each                
as critical as the next. Nonetheless, as Superintendent of Russell County Schools, I want to               
assure you that we are still here to serve our students and warrior families. Most               
importantly, I pray that you and your families are calm, safe, and healthy during these               
demanding times.  

I am sure that you are aware of the recent announcement from Governor Kay Ivey,               
declaring all Alabama Pre-k through 12 school closures for the remainder of the 2019-2020              
school year. While I am sure this is heartbreaking news for many (especially to our senior                
class of 2020), it is a decision made with the safety of our students and employees as                 
priority. Please know that I am hopeful and committed to doing whatever it takes to               
making dreams possible in the midst of this crisis situation. Along with safety, our primary               
focus at this time is to keep students engaged, connected, and learning.  

Although school will not operate under normal circumstances, we are ready to move             
forward during these times of uncertainty, committed to providing high levels of service in              
order to address the learning needs of each student. We are currently working on our               
district’s Academic and Operations Continuity Plan. However, instructional lessons will          
reflect critical standards for each grade level. We will be using a blended approach for               
delivery of instruction, e-learning or remote methods as well as academic packets that will              
include assignments for students without internet access. Students are required to           
participate in lessons and complete assignments for the purpose of assigning fourth nine             
weeks grades.  

In order to facilitate an effective and smooth transition from face-to-face classroom            
learning environments to an online platform, we will be distributing Chromebooks to            
students in grades 3-12 based on an application submission. You may complete a             
Chromebook check-out form on our website using https://forms.gle/8jsNcSAB37uSYv4X9        
it will also be placed on our COVID-19 update site https://www.myrcsd.org/covid-19 or            

https://forms.gle/8jsNcSAB37uSYv4X9
https://www.myrcsd.org/covid-19


call your child’s school by 12:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 2, 2020. Please keep in mind that                 
students must have internet services to use Chromebooks. We also have limited devices             
and want to ensure that students (based on previous surveys) without devices as well as our                
high school seniors are given priority. (Please be advised that parents or guardians of a               
child to whom devices are issued shall be held liable for any loss, abuse, or damage to                 
the issued technology).  

Instructional packets and/or Chromebooks for students in grades Pre-k through 5th may be             
picked up at each elementary school site on Friday, April 3, 2020 between 8:00 a.m. -                
11:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. E.S.T. Instructional packets and/or Chromebooks may              
be picked up for all students in grades 6 through 12th on Monday, April 6, 2020 between                 
8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. E.S.T. 

The Russell County School District Child Nutrition Program will continue to provide            
meals for students 18 years old or younger at designated schools and community sites on               
Monday through Friday from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m.  

I encourage everyone to stay positive and let us work together to exceed the challenges at                
hand. I am confident that we have the leadership, creativity, innovation, and knowledge             
within each one of our team members to accomplish greatness. Furthermore, we are             
warriors and we RISE! 

Thank you for your patience as we continue our efforts to inspire, empower and educate               
with excellence. We value your support and appreciate your trust in Russell County School              
District’s administration, faculty, and staff. Please let us know if we can help you in any                
manner. We encourage everyone to continue to adhere to safe practices as outlined by              
ADPH and the CDC. If you become aware of a confirmed COVID-19 case in your               
community, please notify jventress@alsde.edu or call (334) 694-4726/cell: (334) 268-0133. 
 

Stay calm, safe, and well, 

Brenda Coley 

Superintendent 
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